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SCANLON FOUNDATION — CITIZENSHIP THOUGHT LEADERSHIP EVENT 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.02 pm]: I would 
like to inform members of the house about an important partnership between the Office of Multicultural Interests 
and the Scanlon Foundation, a philanthropic organisation committed to enhancing social cohesion in Australia. 
The Citizenship Thought Leadership event, which will be held tonight, will mark the national launch of the 
Scanlon Foundation’s first discussion paper and also the first time the foundation has held an event in 
Western Australia. 

The Office of Multicultural Interests recognises the importance of this research and its significance to our 
multicultural society, and is partnering with the foundation to launch the discussion paper, which explores the 
evolving nature of citizenship. The paper focuses on the theme of citizenship and what this means in the context 
of social media and online connectivity, increased global migration and the emergence of the global citizen. It 
explores our idea of how citizenship influences our sense of belonging and social participation. 

It is fitting that the Scanlon Foundation’s inaugural paper is being launched here in Western Australia. The 
Scanlon Foundation was established in 2001 and aspires to see Australia advance as a welcoming and cohesive 
nation, particularly in relation to the transition of migrants into Australian society. Since 2007, the 
Scanlon Foundation, in partnership with Monash University and the Australian Multicultural Foundation, has 
conducted an annual survey on social cohesion, tracking changes in Australian attitudes towards migrants and 
asylum seekers. The research monitors the extent to which Australia maintains social cohesion in the context of 
immigration. 

I am sure I do not need to remind the house that Western Australia is well known for its diverse, successful 
multicultural society, with more than 30 per cent of Western Australians being born overseas. Next month, it will 
be 66 years since Australian citizenship was introduced in the Australian Citizenship Act 1948. Data from the 
2011 census indicated that more than 1.8 million people, or 81 per cent, of WA’s population were Australian 
citizens. The paper will be presented and discussed in a question and answer format, with a panel of prominent 
Australian thought leaders before an audience of community and business leaders. The panel includes, amongst 
others, Dr Ken Michael, AC, former Governor of Western Australia, and Dr Anne Aly, associate professor at 
Curtin University’s department of social science and international studies and founding chair of People against 
Violent Extremism. It is hoped that this discussion paper will provide a basis for further thought and debate that 
will contribute to maintaining and protecting social cohesion in Australia. The full discussion paper on 
citizenship, and a recording of the discussion, will be available on the OMI website at www.omi.wa.gov.au. 
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